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By removing objectivity, the concept of art was
separated from the object of art; thus, massive changes
occurred in the concept of art. However, the nihilism
that existed in modern art also flowed into postmodern
art. The present study aims to identify the roots
and types of nihilism in postmodern art, especially
Duchamp's readymades, compare it with the present
nihilism at the height of modern art, i.e., formalism, and
find its similarities and differences. The present study
employed qualitative research, descriptive-analytical
research method, and library and internet research.
The research question is what variations have nihilism
achieved in modern art, especially formalism, and in
the art after it, especially Duchamp's readymades?
The results show that, in formalism, there is a kind
of passive nihilism based on political nihilism and a
type of nihilism based on the nominalist approach to
aesthetics. However, in Duchamp's readymades, in
addition to the negation of political nihilism, there is
a positive and active nihilism in his works, in which
the artist realizes the meaninglessness of truth. But by
using the process of creative action and transference
methods and then creating hyper-irony, he passes the
level of this senselessness and builds his art on this
senselessness. Considering the spread of formalism and
conceptual art in the world, especially in Iran, it seems
necessary to study their hidden nihilistic influences.
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Introduction:

As a school of thought, nihilism rejects knowledge,
value, and existence. In the sense of nothingness,
nihilism implies a logic in which the non-existence
of something that should exist but does not. Nihilism
starts with disillusionment with any different systems
of human civilization and then the negation of all kinds

of values and finally leads to boredom with everything
in the world. The advocates of this school of thought
have lost faith and belief in the existence and despise
traditions and regulations. This type of thinking can
be seen overtly and covertly in different artistic fields
and styles, such as formalism. Formalism emerged in
literature in the first thirty years of the 20th century
and against literature reading through historical,
sociological, and psychological approaches. Later, the
same approach impacted the visual arts, and Greenberg
raised the issue of aesthetic quality and defined the
purity of the work through the function of critical
thinking and then raised the independence and self-
sufficiency of the medium (Greenberg, 1961: 2-5).
Formalism seeks all the values of the work in the work
itself, i.c., its formal characteristics. It does not pay
much attention to the historical context of the work,
the artist's biography, or the artist's intention.

The modern art world has experienced criticisms of
critical thinking in art only in values such as purity,
independence, language, and the medium of art,
facing relentless deconstructive criticism of critical
thinking from the sixties onwards after the effects that
minimalism or ABC art had on art history. The negation
of the art object by Marcel Duchamp, and before that,
the actions of the Futurists, were the first flashes of
fundamental changes in art. The history of art suddenly
changed its direction towards pluralistic tendencies
from modern art, which sought to reduce all the values
of art to the basics of aesthetics, which by removing
the object of art, purity, quality, and other modern
values, created another form of art with different
values. Formalism, focusing on the specific language
of art, became the forerunner of a kind of nihilism that
perhaps relied on the nature of a particular language,
which we will discuss in the rest of the article. But with
Duchamp's intellectual revolution in his ready-mades,
not only by changing the form and content of art, the
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presence of nihilism in art did not end, but it can also
be seen in the art of the postmodern era.

Examining current nihilism and its variations at the
height of modern art, i.e., formalism, and Duchamp's
ready-mades as the initiator of the movement later
known as conceptual art, is the central issue of the
present study: What developments has nihilism

achieved from Formalism to Duchamp's ready-mades?

2.Methodology

The present study employed qualitative research,
descriptive-analytical research method, and library and
internet research. Basically, in qualitative data analysis,
two types of techniques are conventional: the techniques
derived from particular epistemological sources and
those independent from them (Boyatzis, 1998: 4). The
present study, using content analysis, independently
of any particular approach, first investigated the
current nihilism in formalism. Then it examined it in
postmodern art, especially Duchamp's ready-mades.
In terms of its nature, the content was examined and
described in three methods: the descriptive method,
in which everything in the text is described as it is;
the interpretive method, in which what is in the text
is interpreted; and the relational analysis method, the
type of relationship in the text is examined (King &
Horrocks, 2010, p.153). The argumentative basis of
analyzing the present study is inductive research, and
to investigate the nihilistic nature of formalism and
Duchamp's ready-mades, a descriptive content analysis
method was employed.

2.Comparing nihilism in formalism and Duchamp's
Ready-mades

The evolution of formalism's thought to Duchamp's
approach to art can be analyzed based on its underlying
layers, relying on the evolution of nihilism and its
versions. If we accept the division of Nietzsche's
nihilistic thinking, which is based on active and passive
nihilism, we can see that there are two types of passive
nihilism in formalism:
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A) Passive nihilism relies on political nihilism

b) Another type of nihilism based on the nominalism
to aesthetics

After the effects of formalism faded, and with the
emergence of Duchamp's ready-mades, fundamental
developments in the field of art emerged. But nihilism
has also flowed in the art of this period, with the
difference that the nihilism that exists in Duchamp's
ready-mades is positive and active nihilism—he
realizes the meaninglessness of the truth in the ready-
mades. However, by using the process of creative
action and transference methods and then creating
hyper-irony, he passes the level of meaninglessness.
Also, one can witness the disappearance of nihilism by
rejecting the principles of formalism and the internal
view of art in these works.

3.Conclusion

The intellectual structure of nihilism emphasizes
the denial of recognition, value, and existence, and
its product is disillusionment with any system in the
world. Traces of nihilism can be observed in the lower
layers of formalism and in Duchamp's ready-mades.
However, there are formal differences in their type
of nihilism. In formalism, on the one hand, passive
nihilism relies on political nihilism by eliminating
human beings and expressiveness. On the other hand,
in the field of aesthetics and depending on the specific
language of art, it relies on nihilism, which relies
on the nominalist approach to art and aesthetics. In
Duchamp's works, there is no more political nihilism.
However, the works are highly expressive, and art has
come out of the shell of its language and is searching for
multiple languages for its artistic expression. However,
the nihilism currently hidden in Duchamp's ready-
mades is positive and active. In this sense, Duchamp,
as an artist, believes in the meaninglessness of the
world. Nevertheless, by putting forward the process of
creative action and irony with transference methods,
he left this meaninglessness behind and created a new
concept of contemporaneity based on active nihilism
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1. Ready- Made.
2. Epistemological Nihilism.
3. Meta ethic Nihilism.
4. Existential Nihilism.
5. Ateiheological Nihilism.
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8. Transmutation.
9. Transubstantiation.
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