13 Volume 1, No. 1,2 Spring-Summer 2024

Scientific Research

Analytical mythology of the capitals of Takhte Jamshid; allegories and symbols of

identity in Achaemenid architecture

Sahand Mohammadi KhabazaniD*
—

PhD in urban planning, Faculty of architecture and urban planning, Tehran University of art, Iran.

(Received: 21 Feb 2023, Accepted: 29 Apr 2023)

All of the palaces in Takhte Jamshid citadel are
decorated with special ornaments which each of them
refers to a meaning and among these ornaments the
column capitals can be grouped in four types; bull,
lion, winged bull-man and bird with a lion's paw. This
study with the help of allegorical mythology method
of Georg Friedrich Creuzer showed that the meaning
behind these forms are influenced by the mythological
narratives of the Indo-Iranian peoples on the one hand,
and on the other hand by astronomy and myth of the
Mesopotamia. Therefore the column capital in the form
of the lion in the east is connected with Mitra, and also
with the sun that rises from the east, the column capitals
in the form of the bull in the main halls are associated
with blessing and life, and in the west with the bull in
front of the lion as an astronomical phenomenon which
indicates the beginning of spring, and, with the killing
of the bull by the hands of Mitra, which is an allegory
of creation and blessing, and finally, the winged bull-
man is both indicative of the Indo-European tripartite
actions and also protection of the blessing of life, and it
can also be related to Mesopotamian Enki.
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Introduction:

Introduction: Takhte Jamshid Citadel was a part of
the city of Parse during the Achaemenid period. The
construction of this citadel, one of the most important
remaining works from the Achaemenid period, was
started by Darius I and finished by Xerxes. This citadel
consists of a vast space placed on a platform and
includes many pillared buildings. In its buildings and
palaces, many stone ornaments, reliefs and statues are

used, which play an important role in defining these

spaces. One of the most important ornaments is the
capitals of the buildings, which are different in palaces
and even in different parts of the same palace. The
capitals consist of four types: a bull, a lion, a winged
bull-man, and a bird with a lion’s paw. This study aims
to reach the deepest hidden layers of culture that led
to the formation of these capitals in the Achaemenid
period through mythological study and to discover
the meaning behind them and the connection between
them. In particular, the main question is: “What is
the meaning behind each of the capitals of Takhte
Jamshid palaces, and what roles did these capitals and
the meaning behind them play in defining the desired
space?”

Method: the new mythology approach and the
allegorical mythology research method of Georg
Friedrich Creuzer was chosen as one of the methods
of this approach. The new mythology is an approach
to mythology in contrast to traditional mythology
because traditional mythology only investigates and
studies mythological narratives in the form of legends
or unreal stories, while the new mythology seeks to
explore the hidden logic behind the structure of the
myth by delving deeper into mythological narratives
and benefiting from them in the analysis of artistic and
literary works and any cultural product (Namvrmotalag,
2013: 47-48). Allegorical mythology consists of three
steps: 1- In the first stage, one should pay attention
to the detailed description of the form of the work
or, in the Creuzer expression, the images of the work
in question and discover the symbolic aspects or, as
Creuzer puts it, the symbolic forms; 2- The second
stage seeks to discover and distinguish the narratives
or, in the Creuzer expression, allegories that lie behind
the symbolic forms founded in the previous stage.

That is, in this stage, narratives are identified, which
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themselves have caused the formation of symbolic
forms recognized and introduced in the second part of
the first stage; and 3- In the third stage, the narratives
or allegories discussed in the previous stage are
analyzed to reach the exemplary cause or, in the words
of Creuzer, the ideas behind these narratives.
Discussion: This study was conducted using the
mentioned method in three stages; the first stage was
the description of symbolic forms, in which the capitals
of different spaces and palaces in Takhte Jamshid
were described in detail. In the second stage, the
mythological narratives behind each of these symbolic
forms, first in Iranian and Indo-Iranian mythological
narratives and second, in the astronomical narratives
that the Achaemenids probably got from Mesopotamia
as a result of their contact with them, were identified
and described in detail. Finally, in the third stage,
the hidden meaning behind each symbolic form was
analyzed through the etymology of the main characters
of mythological narratives.

Results: The study of the capitals of Takhte Jamshid
through allegorical mythology showed that the ideas
and concepts underlying these capitals in different parts
of the citadel and its palaces were firstly influenced by
the mythological narratives and allegories of Indian
and Iranian peoples, on the one hand, and as a result
of the connection with the Mesopotamian civilization
was later affected by the knowledge of advanced
astronomy and constellations of these people, on the
other hand. The idea behind the lion-shaped capitals
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of this palace is the sun because of the astronomical
connection between the constellation and the star of
the lion. In addition, since in Iranian culture, Mithra is
the god of light, and the heat of the sun is Mirhta, the
eastern porch facing the place of sunrise is decorated
with these pillars. The idea underlying the bull capitals
is creation, blessing and life. However, the idea behind
the bull capitals in the west porch, opposite to the
lion capitals in the east porch, is new creation and
creation of blessing in Iranian myths with reference
to the myth of the bull being killed by Mithra and the
predominance of the light and heat of the sun over the
moon the symbol of darkness and cold in Indo-Iranian
myths. Furthermore, it symbolizes the rebirth of nature
due to the relationship between the constellation of the
lion and the bull and the predominance of the lion over
the bull in the spring. The idea behind winged bull-
man capitals, on the one hand, refers to the tripartite
hypothesis of Indo-European peoples: the sacral, the
martial and the economic, and the intertwining and
correlation of these three functions with the king, in
the city and the community, as well as guarding the
blessing and wealth of life, and on the other hand, it
refers to Mesopotamian astronomy, the constellation
Aquarius, the water pouring man, which in the myths of
Mesopotamia is related to Ea/Enki, the god of wisdom.
All of these statues carry the roof of the Takhte Jamshid
Citadel on their backs like the bearers of the heavenly
throne in Mesopotamian myths.
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