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Berenice Abbott is an American photographer. She
experimented many different styles and genres of
photography, during her life. Portrait photography,
urban documentary photography and scientific
photography are among the most important ones. She
is one of the few photographers who have experienced
such diversity in photography. From 1929 to 1939, she
documented New York City by her photos in a straight
(pure) manner. This project was named "New York in
change". The outcome of this ten-year project is more
than 300 photos captured by a large format camera
named “View Camera”, which have been published in
a book with the same title. In this regard, this question
is mentioned that, what effect did the social conditions
of the US in that period of time, have on Berenice
Abbott and how was it reflected in her photos? The
purpose of this research is to study and analyze the
photos of the "Changing New York" photo collection,
from the social point of view and to comprehend the
social-economic changes during the era that these
photos were captured. The way of collecting the
needed information has been the library method and
the research manner of the current research is based
on the descriptive-analytical method. At the beginning
of this article, Berenice Abbott, her style and type
of photography and the social-economic conditions
of the years she photographed New York City, are
mentioned. Next, the "Changing New York" photo
project is explained thoroughly, and at the end, this
photo collection is analyzed from a social perspective.
The research discoveries show that Berenice Abbott
was able to reflect her ideas through her photos in
this specific photo collection. The ideas which were
influenced by social conditions of that period of time.

The audience can uptake the reflected social and

economic conditions in the photos, very well. This is
the ultimate goal of a photographers communicating
with the audience through their photos.
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Introduction:

Since its generality, urban-documentary photography
has reflected the social, political and economic
conditions of the society at different times. It has even
caused changes in national laws in some cases; Such
as Lewis Hine's photos of child labor, which changed
the laws for them in America. Bernice Abbott is one
of the photographers who has different experiences
in photography and has experienced various methods
and genres in this field. One of her most important and
famous works is photographing New York City. This
project was done right at a time when the city was
facing lots of changes in terms of appearance, economy
and social. She is also considered one of the urban-
documentary photographers who followed the pure
or straight photography manner and avoided editing
her photos. Her photos, perfectly, reflect the changing
conditions of New York City at that time.

In order to achieve research objectives, at the beginning
a brief introduction of the photographer will be given.
Then her special manner of photography is stated and
after mentioning the living economic conditions in
terms of the great depression in the US, the photography
project under study is introduced and finally the
analysis of a few photos of this photo collection are
presented, as samples of the whole project.

The research manner of the current research is based
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on the descriptive-analytical method and the way of
collecting the necessary and needed information has
been the library method. According to the research
purpose and the proposed questions, the effort is
based on that, by relying on the "reflection approach"
principle, of the photographs of Bernice Abbott's
photo project "Changing New York", are analyzed
and evaluated and through these photos the changes
of social and economic conditions in New York city
at that time (the 1930s) are evaluated, why so, based
on the principle of reflection, it is always believed
that an original and perdurable art is a reflection of
the social conditions of the artist's time. In addition to
clearly reflecting the society conditions, this kind of
art, can be considered as reliable documents that lead
to awareness.

The project of photographing New York City in a
time that this city has experienced major changes,
in a direct (pure) and documentary photography
manner, can be used and referred to as a historical
evidence for the future generations. Bernice Abbott
has done this important task very well. Although
other photographers have also accomplished similar
tasks, but the circumstances in which Abbott began
to photograph, just before the beginning of the Great
Depression, the type of photography she used and
the specific angles she chose for her photos, created
a very different collection in comparison with other
photographers. This project includes more than 300
photos, from which 5 photos were chosen as samples
and are studied and analyzed. The selected photos were
chosen in a way that they could introduce a large part
of the whole photo collection's goals. These 5 photos
have been repeated in similar ways in other frames, or
the photographer’s intention of taking other photos is
very alike the analysis presented for these 5 frames. As
aresult, it can be said that these 5 frames can very well
represent this photo collection.

By studying the photos of the "Changing New York"
photo collection, it can be observed that Abbott's
photos of long bridges over New York City rivers,
such as the Hudson River, their metal skeletons,
buildings and skyscrapers all show the progress and

confrontation of old and new side by side. The earlier
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low-rise buildings next to the modern tall and huge
skyscrapers that sometimes didn’t even fit in the photo
frame. The appearance of these high-rise buildings
attracts eyesight so that the short building in front is
not even seen at the first glance. At the beginning, the
grandeur and height of that high-rise building attracts
the viewer's attention. This confrontation of past and
present, old and new, all are signs of development; the
kind of development that can be mentioned the special
and unique characteristic of New York City and also of
the US in those years.

Certainly, the special conditions of those days in
New York City- the prevailing economic and social
conditions in the American society of those years —
had a great impression on Bernice Abbott as shooting
the photos of this collection. As it was stated in the
reflection theory, being influenced by the society
makes the photos (especially the documentary photos)
to represent that particular time period of the society
and this is done perfectly in Abbott’s photos. The
economic inequality, the confrontation between the
past and the present, the contrast between modern life
and the fadeaway life of the past, and other items that
were explained one by one, are reflected in this photo
collection. Besides these items, the photographer's
viewing angle to modern and industrial structures
is very significant, which also is important from the
same sociological point of view. The fact that the
structures are so huge and look very powerful against
the small and weak human-being is one of the effects
that occurred due to the immethodical constructions
and the industrialization of the American society in
those years. The feeling of getting lost and confused
among all those high-rise buildings can also happen
in the continuation of these events. Abbott has been
able to convey all these emotions and conditions to the
audience without any words and only by her photos.
Finally, generally speaking, Bernice Abbott has been
able to express her intentions correctly in her photos,
and she has been very successful in this manner, so
that the audience can fully understand and imagine the
conditions of that era and the tremendous differences

in the society by viewing her photos.
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39. Empire State Building. > MO?SOH'
40. Eye Level. 6. Maine.
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from-the-vaults.
8. Ohio State University.
9. Man Ray.
10. Dadaism
11. Eugene Atget.
12. Museum of Modern Art (MoMA).
13. New York City.
14. FAP: Federal Art Project.
15. Changing New York.
16. Museum of the City of New York (MCNY).
17. LIFE Magazine.
18. Fortune Magazine.
19. MIT: Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
20.
21. Pure or Straight Photography.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Monopod.

Pictorialism.

Paul Strand.

Alfred Stieglitz
Daguerreotype.

The Great Depression.
Wall Street.

Theodore Roosevelt.
29. New Deal.

30. Works Progress Administration.
31. Snapshot.

32.View camera.
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