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One category of art critic methods developed a lot in
recent decades is mythological critic and this article
has chosen cultural mythanalysis which is invented
by Denis de Rougemont Swiss researcher whose most
important intellectual concern was the cultural situation
in Europe in the twentieth century; A situation which
he called "the Western Cultural Night". In his view, the
main reason for this cultural night was that Westerners
were deprived of a romantic relationship in both its
individual and social sense, and this was rooted in the
archetype of lovemaking and myth-based mythological
narratives in Western culture. Thus, by inventing cultural
mythanalysis as a method of research, Rougemont
sought to investigate this important issue in the
narratives and their Consequences in the works of art.
In this article, with the help of "Cultural mythanalysis",
an animation which is called "Barbapapa Changes" is
analyzed, and concludes that the psychomythological
basis behind it is a constant metamorphosis, and this
type of metamorphosis indicates an ancient cultural
complex: in any society which Its cultural conditions
consciously prevent people from doing their desired
activities with their true identity, the subconscious of
the people leads them to change their identity or at least

pretend to it.
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Introduction:

Introduction: In recent decades, cinema, as an art form,
and cinematographic works, as works of art, have taken
precedence over other types of artworks, giving rise
to a new type of criticism for which special methods
and approaches have been invented, while criticism of

cinema in Iran is still the same as before. During this

same period, an important development has occurred
in art criticism: criticism is no longer intended to
distinguish right from wrong, but to analyze; the
artwork is seen as a problem whose solution, in addition
to making the meaning of the work clear, leads to an
understanding of a fundamental aspect of existence
and life. In the meantime, the evolution that took place
in the field of mythology shortly before the mentioned
time is also important for this writing. Mythological
methods can generally be classified into two major
groups: traditional mythologies, whose purpose is to
get familiar with the myths, and new mythologies,
whose aim is to understand the logic of myths and
apply this logic to gain an understanding of anything in
any field, including art. Needless to say, the mythology
of art was basically realized due to the invention of the
mythologies of the second group.

Furthermore, the logical understanding is, in essence,
systematic and methodical and can only be implemented
through the new definition of criticism, i.e., analysis in
art. In this respect, this article seeks to “analyze” an
animation called “Barbapapa Changes” using “cultural
myth analysis” as a method of new mythologies as
it presents an understanding of a fundamental aspect
of existence and life in addition to understanding the
meaning behind this work. In particular, this study
seeks to answer the following question: “How can the
method of cultural myth analysis be used to understand
the meaning behind the animation of Barbapapa, and,
in this way, how can one understand the fundamental
aspect of existence?”

Method

Cultural mythology was proposed by Denis de
Rougemont as a method of new mythologies
(Rougemont,1961,47).Rougemont’s intellectual

concern was the cultural situation of Europe in the 20th
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century. From his point of view, the main cause of the
cultural night of the West was that the Westerners were
not benefiting from the romantic relationship both
in its individual sense and in its social sense, which
was rooted in the archetype of love and mythological
narratives with the theme of love in western culture.
So, in this way, by inventing cultural myth analysis as
a research method, Rougemont decided to investigate
this issue in the aforementioned narratives and their
influences on the works of art (Rougemont, 2014: 16-
17). In the meantime, after explaining the mentioned
method, he did not suffice to the issue of love and
expanded it to other mythological themes, creating
many works. Now considering all of these works, it
is possible to operationalize his cultural myth analysis
and explain the implementation process of this method
step by step. Rougemont uses cultural myth analysis
in two ways. The whole process of implementation
of the first way, which is also applied in this article,
can be divided as follows: choosing a creative artist,
identifying the psycho-mythological theme that is
used in most of the artworks of this artist in some way,
recognizing the relationship between this artist and the
identified theme by studying their relation to this theme
in their other works and professional and personal life,
and recognizing the cultural complex of that artist
(Avazpour and others, 2019:).

Discussion:

This study analyzed the animation “Barbapapa
changes” in four steps using this method. The first step
in the implementation process of cultural myth analysis
was the selection of an artist. Considering its body of
study, this article chose Annette Tyson and Talus Taylor,
and based on their artworks, it was concluded that they
are creative. In the second step, the psychological and
mythological basis behind the works of the artists
in question was identified as continuous change or
metamorphosis. In the third step, it was determined
that the relation of these two artists to the basis of
metamorphosis is indeed its continuation, and this

relation to metamorphosis can be defined according to
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cultural myth analysis in the myths of Western culture
in the myth of Proteus because his function is exactly
the same; Continuous metamorphosis. Finally, in the
fourth step, it was concluded that metamorphosis from
a psychological point of view is to pretend to change
identity in order to match with existing conditions, and
from a mythological point of view, it occurs when a
mythical character seeks to do something, but he is not
able to do it with his true identity. So he adopts another
identity. Therefore, if the existing cultural conditions
are such that they lead a person to continuous
transformation in this way, the consciousness of that
person is not able to carry out his desired activities
with his true identity. In this way, he is always inclined
or forced to change his identity or at least pretend to do
so. As a result, his unconscious will suffer from a kind

of cultural complex based on Proteus’s effect.

Conclusion:

the psycho-mythological basis behind this animation is
continuous metamorphosis. This type of metamorphosis
is indicative of an ancient cultural complex. In any
society whose cultural conditions consciously prevent
people from doing their desired activities with their
true identity, the unconscious of these people pushes
them to change their identity or at least pretend to do
so0. The unique welcome of Barbapapa by the audience
in the late 20th century, along with its adaptation to
create works of the same kind in different art fields by
many artists, as well as the unique desire of everyone
to appear in the virtual space in the early 21st century,
are forms of public suffering of the mentioned cultural
complex. In other words, it seems that the cultural
conditions prevailing in the present age consciously
prevent people from doing their desired activities
with their true identity, so their unconscious leads
them to change their identity or at least pretend to it.
The outcome of this process for creative artists such
as Annette Tyson and Thales Taylor is manifested by
creating works like Barbapapa, while it leads non-
artists leads to appear in the virtual space with false

identities.
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