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The book of Kalila and Dimna contains stories that are told in the language
of animals. This book is about teaching moral issues. The feature of
storytelling and narration has caused this book to be illustrated by Iranian
painters in different historical eras, and today there are many manuscripts of
it in museums and libraries in Iran and the world. The present research was
conducted on the manuscripts of Kalila and Dimna No. 2198, which are
currently kept in the library of Golestan Palace. This version was probably
prepared in the 9th century of the Hijri, during the reign of the Karakoyunlu
kingdom in the court of the Turkmens. The edition contains 107 pages and
35 illustrations. This article has analyzed things such as types of composition,
viewing angles, types of illustration, and plant, animal and human motifs and
identified the unique features of this version. Based on the findings of the
research, the illustrations of the No. 2198 have used the same basic pattern in
the arrangement of story elements. The types of compositions used can be
classified into six types. Also, painters have chosen compositions, angles, and
decorative motifs based on the story. The version has a variety of animal
characters and 26 types of animals are depicted in it, including: horse,
donkey, cow, lion, bear, jackal, fox, rabbit, leopard, cat, dog, monkey, deer,
falcon, falcon, ducks, owls, sparrows, Herons, mice, snakes, crabs, turtles and
some kinds of fish. Animals are often depicted in profile. The pictures of the
edition are categorized as representing natural spaces, architectural spaces,
animal conflicts, religious gatherings, and battle scenes. Although the book
of Kalila and Dimna is based on animal narratives, the number of scenes in
which human figures are used is more than the number of scenes in which
animals are depicted.
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Extended Abstract

Kalila and Damna is one of the valuable literary works of Iran, which has always been the focus of
Iranian writers and artists since the Sassanid period. This book involves instructive stories in the
language of animals and is known by various names such as Anwar Soheili, Ayar Danesh, Homayun
Nameh, and Bidpai legends in world literature. The main source of the book is several Indian books,
the most important of which is Panja Tantra, which means five chapters and is written in Sanskrit.
Barzowieh, the greatest physician in the court of Khosrow Anushirvan, the Sassanid king, translated
this book into Pahlavi and called it Kalilak and Demenak. However, today, there is no trace of this
book left. After Islam and in the 2nd century AH, Roozbeh Purdadwieh Ibn Mugafa translated it into
Arabic. Ibn Mugafa's translation was very remarkable, so it became the basis of other translations.
This work was created in the 6th century AH/12th AD. It was translated into Farsi by Nasrullah
Manshi. The Persian book contains an introduction and 19 chapters.

Kalila and Damna are among the works that have been considered for book design since the early
days. The reason for this attention can be found in two cases: firstly, in Iranian book design, the
image is basically dependent on the text, and in a way, the image is the narrator of the text. Due to
the story in story feature of this book, its illustration has always been of interest in different eras. On
the other hand, one of the important parts of illustration in the field of Iranian painting is attention to
the foundations of didactic literature. Kalila and Demana is one of the important versions of didactic
literature in which animal characters tell the positive and negative characteristics of human behavior.
Kalila and Demna was depicted many times during the Timurid era and under the patronage of the
court. For this reason, the Herat school, one of the most significant schools of painting in Iran,
contains numerous illustrated copies of Kalila and Demna. In this manuscript, the images of animals
are very well and distinguished. This research, by analyzing the images of one of the famous versions
of the Timurid era, aims to answer the question “what were the most important visual features of this
version?” What patterns of illustration are repeated in it? And how can the characteristics of these
images be categorized? Therefore, first, a description of the evolution of the text of Kalila and Demna
is given, and then, among the many manuscripts of Kalila and Demna, version 2198, which is kept
in the library of Golestan Palace, is selected, and its images are introduced and analyzed. The reason
for choosing this particular version is that so far, less research has been done on it.

In the 14th century, after the decline of the llkhans, Al-e Jalayer came to power in Baghdad, and
from 760 AH, they also dominated Tabriz. From the cultural point of view, Jalayeris were engaged
in various activities in the field of book design and supporting art. Pictorial traditions in the
manuscripts of the Jalayeri period shaped the early style of the Timurids. Researchers believe that
the evolution of Iranian painting art began during Mongol domination and continued until the Safavid
era. One of the high points of development of the painting of Herat school is in the Timurid period
(771-911 AD). Although the beginning of these developments started with the influence of the
Chinese style, Al-e Jalayer artists made changes in it, and by inventing, innovating, and transferring
their achievements, they provided the grounds for the peak of Iranian painting in the Herat school.
Version 2198 is one of the two illustrated versions of Kalila and Demna in the library of Golestan
Palace. This edition has 107 pages and measures 300 x 210 mm. Unfortunately, there is no
information about the time and place of its printing, as well as its illustrators and calligraphers. Each
page contains 21 lines in the Nastaliq script. The beginning and the end of this book are missing, and
for this reason, there are different opinions about the number of pictures in it. Probably, at an
unknown time, the pages of this edition were separated and then bound again. Probably three new
pages were added after the cover during the restoration. Several changes have been made from leaf
2 onwards, in such a way that three pages of 13, 11, and 12 have been placed after page 2, and the
correct order of the pictures has also been changed.

Undoubtedly, the original version had more pages. Currently, the version has 34 images. The images
in this version are half-page except for two full-page images. Some researchers consider 30 paintings
to belong to one era, and paintings such as 11, 16, 18, and 32 belong to another era. Since 1931,
simultaneously with the unveiling of this book at the Burlington House Iranian Art Exhibition in
London, various dates have been proposed for it. However, the special design style and color
structure make it impossible to assign it to a specific workshop. The method of gilding, the design of
flowers and landscapes, and the old conventions in the arrangement of pages have led some
researchers to believe that this version was probably produced in Shahrokh's workshop in Herat and
was probably the inspiration for the Kalila and Damna Baysangari version. Pope believes that
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although the copy of Kalila and Demna in the library of Golestan Palace has no date and place, its
title indicates that it was given to a young prince, and that is why this copy was printed in one of the
royal libraries. This prince does not seem to be Baysangar Mirza but probably another Timurid
prince. This version was probably prepared in the second decade of the 9th/15th century. Although
the pictures are in Herati style, the figures and landscapes represent the features of the Turkmen
style. In his later research, Robinson does not consider this copy to be related to the beginning of the
second school of Herat. Rather, he considers it to belong to the art workshop of the Turkmens, which
operated under the patronage of Uzon Hasan Aq Quyunlu in the years 857-883 AH/1453-77 AD.
Such doubts can be seen among researchers in the following years, but until now, no consensus has
been reached regarding the time of preparation of this version.

This article analyzed issues such as types of composition, viewing angles, types of illustration, and
plant, animal, and human motifs and identified the unique features of this version. Based on the
findings of the research, the illustrations of No. 2198 have used the same basic pattern in the
arrangement of story elements. The types of compositions used can be classified into six types. Also,
painters have chosen compositions, angles, and decorative motifs based on the story. The version has
a variety of animal characters, and 26 types of animals are depicted in it, including horse, donkey,
cow, lion, bear, jackal, fox, rabbit, leopard, cat, dog, monkey, deer, falcon, falcon, ducks, owls,
sparrows, Herons, mice, snakes, crabs, turtles and some kinds of fish. Animals are often depicted in
profile. The pictures of the edition are categorized as representing natural spaces, architectural
spaces, animal conflicts, religious gatherings, and battle scenes. Although the book of Kalila and
Dimna is based on animal narratives, the number of scenes in which human figures are used is more
than the number of scenes in which animals are depicted.
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