Journal of Visual Art Studies

Visual criticism of ten works of written signs (logotype) based on
Feldman’s model

Amir Farid'"™"="' | Pantea Khodayari?

1. Corresponding Author: Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Department of Art, Faculty of Visual Arts, Islamic art University of Tabriz, Tabriz,
Iran. E-mail: a.farid@tabriziau.ac.ir.

2. M.A. Student, Art Reaserch, Faculty of Visual Arts, Islamic art University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail:
p.khodayari@tabriziau.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: In the first place, signs are considered the organizational and individual
Research Article identity of the customer and are somehow representative of people or
products in order to show the whole of their collection. In this regard, visual
Avrticle history: criticism is one of the appropriate methods that focuses on the form and
Received: structure of the work of art and analyzes it. The purpose of this article is to
27 November 2023 understand the structural and conceptual works of written signs in the eyes
Revised in revised form:  of designers, and in order to realize it and analyze the works, Feldman's
16 May 2024 model is of interest due to its comprehensiveness. The sources are in the
Accepted: library method and the presentation of the research is descriptive and
18 May 2024 analytical. First, it deals with Feldman's visual criticism and provides a short
description of the topic of signs, written signs. Then, ten works related to
JEL.: recent years, which were collected randomly, will be analyzed with
Feldman's model. The results of this research show that in product design,
Keywords: its purpose and function are important to the designer, and the audience is
Written signs considered in the design. In fact, it seems that during the product, the
graphic works designer thinks about how the audience perceives the product and also seeks
visual criticism to create a suitable way to communicate between the audience and the
Feldman's model desired order in order to express the components in the most explicit and

appropriate way. Visually, and elements can act as representatives of a
whole. In fact, the design of each sign carries concepts that cannot be
ignored, and the noteworthy point | that the design of signs is closely related
to the cultural and social background of the society. In this regard, the use of
the shape characteristic of the Persian alphabet for the type of order has
played an important role in the emergence of written signs.

Cite this article Farid, Amir; Khodayari, Pantea. Visual criticism of ten works of written signs (logotype) based on Feldman’s
model, Journal of Visual Art Studies, (2024), 1(2), 107-124. DOI: 10.22111/jart.2024.47312.1041

© Farid, Amir; Khodayari, Pantea. Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

BY NG DOI: 10.22111/jart.2024.47312.1041



https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3233-9765
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
https://doi.org/10.22111/jart.2024.47312.1041
https://doi.org/10.22111/jart.2024.47312.1041

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Most of the criticisms in the field of visual arts are based on philosophical, historical,
linguistic, semiotics and similar approaches, each of which examines and analyzes the works
with their own perspective and through a certain lens. In fact, the creator of the work on one
hand and its critic on the other hand are facing the work and the work itself will express the
thoughts and functions of the visual components in relation to each other. This is while the
work itself, as the most important source, has been created based on the criteria that the
knowledge of those characteristics can lead to the knowledge of the audience of that criticism
for the purpose of artistic creation, in addition to the deep knowledge of the principles of the
creation of the work. On the other side, the scope of visualization topics, which includes
from paintings to printed works, is a vast field that makes it difficult to find a single model
to analyze all of them. This difficulty, when mixed with more advanced approaches, will
lead to a very ambiguous result. According to the mentioned purpose, the upcoming research
will discuss ten examples of Persian written signs by using one of the appropriate models of
visual analysis. The main question of the research is; What is the structure of each token
when faced with the type of order? In this regard, visual criticism and the principles of
criticism by Feldman's method and a brief description of the subject of signs and written
signs, as well as their definitions, are presented and ten works created in recent years in this
field are reviewed.

Method

The model and basis of data analysis of this article is based on Feldman's model, which is
known as one of the models suitable for criticism in the field of visual arts. He enumerated
a series of standards for criticism; "Art criticism is a process based on a series of prescribed
standards whose implementation process is divided into four stages: description, formal
analysis, interpretation and evaluation or judgment” (Feldman, 1388, 53). These four steps
will be the general policy of this article, which will be explained before each step. The
selection of the works is simple by random method and we try to select accessible examples
that have a dynamic role in today's society and in everyday life. In fact, the best works have
not been chosen in any way to guide the work of criticism in a specific direction.

Discuss

Visual criticism considers the work itself as the most important source and reason. Perhaps
the background of such an attitude can be traced in the formalist. "Art form can be defined
as a connection with the performance of an artistic work, which means the artistic form of a
work is all the networks of links that exist between the elements of a work™ (Carroll, 1394,
225). Generally, in visual criticism, the function of the work and the audience has a special
place, and in fact, the form finds a functional state in this view. "Functional perception gives
a productive face to the art form; In this view, form is an element that leads to the realization
of the purpose of the work of art. According to the functionalists, the formal element is
selected in order to fulfill the purpose of the artwork because the realization of the purpose
of the work is the function of the formal options (ibid, 23). Among the applied fields of
visual communication, signs and especially written signs have a special and important place.
in the definition of a written sign or logotype; They have stated: "Logotype refers to signs
that are designed using the full name of an institution, product, or service" (Sepehr, 1393,
92). To put it simply, remembering the logo will be accompanied by keeping the name of
that product.

Result
According to Feldman's model used in this research, four stages have been defined for visual
criticism. The first stage is the description of the work, in which the visual characteristics,
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the purpose of the design and the destination of the work, its audience, and also the basic
information of the written sign were expressed. In the second stage, which is formal analysis;
The information and visual features that were mentioned in the description stage were
analyzed, so that the elements and components of the work and how they are combined with
each other are considered. In the third stage, which is interpretation, the works are interpreted
and examined according to the information obtained in the previous two stages, and the final
step, which is the judgment of the work, is formed according to the previous three stages and
is the result of the examination and analysis carried out in the stages. The former, which is
actually completed in the judging stage, visual criticism; In such a way that the analysis of
written signs can be understood in a stepwise manner and a visual critique is obtained in the
final stage. Interpretation seeks to explore and understand the hidden layers of the work in a
deeper way, in this context, the relationship between the components and the visual elements
that make up the work in order to create a coherent whole is examined and paid attention to.
How the visual elements combined with each other lead to a single work, in the first place,
there is a reference to the function of the visual elements, and then the creator of the work is
pointed out. It is noteworthy that in designing a written sign, the artist has a special look at
the audience and the purpose of the sign design, and according to the needs of the client and
the target community, he uses visual components and elements and depicts an abstract of the
mentioned items in the most efficient way. As the works were examined earlier in the review
stages, it seems that the design of each sign carries concepts that are used to better understand
it and create a proper connection with the audience. Because, for example, in choosing
colors, the designer focuses on the psychological effects of each color on the target group
and tries to create a coherent and expressive whole by using the functions of visual elements
and components. On the other hand, the design of signs is closely related to the cultural and
social background of the society, and for example, proverbs, ironies and stories that have
been passed down to the next generations have a significant impact on the artist's face with
the order (product) and will be his guide to Use cultural and social contexts to create signs.
In a better expression, the cultural and social background, psychological characteristics, as
well as how the audience communicates with the work, as well as the confrontation of the
designer with the order (product) can be searched in the heart of each written sign.
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