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One of the aspects of the comprehensiveness and comprehensiveness of
Persian literary sources is their possession of political foundations and
Shahriari rituals. Shahnameh and Khamsa Nizami are the richest literary
examples with the mentioned content component, and from this point of
view, they attracted the attention of artists from different fields. The selection
of special political-social themes and the way they are presented are related
to the audience's inner feelings and his perceptions of the society around him.
The purpose of this study is to introduce and emphasize the display another
facet of literary stories about the character of Bahram Gur in Iranian pictorial
carpets. Article answers the question that how is the field of advice and
political criticism in Qajar pictorial carpets explained by a literary narrative?
This article is done with analytical-descriptive method and collection of
research data is in library form. The upcoming research has examined the
narration of BahramGur and Shaban, from Khamsa Nizami, two Qajar
pictorial carpets produced in Kashan. The results are based on two visual and
content axes; In both rugs, artists have shown the instructive moment of
Bahram's meeting with the shepherd and hanging the dog on tree. The literary
narrative is very long and has a detailed beginning and end. But both of them
have shown a visual scene containing the pure moment of warning Bahram
(representative of the ruling class) to the shepherd (representative of the
people and the subordinate majority). The content axis through the choice of
a common visual structure of both rugs states that the idea of having ideal
kings with good planning and statecraft could be implicitly considered the
center of gravity of the political-critical thought of the works of Qajar artists
and the mentioned cases are also reminded to the audience in these two
examples.
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Extended Abstract

One of the aspects of comprehensiveness of Persian literature sources is their possession of political
foundations and governance rituals. Shahnameh and Khamsa Nizami are the richest literary examples
with the mentioned content component and from this point of view, they attracted the attention of
artists from different fields. The selection of special political-social themes and the way they are
presented are related to the audience's inner feelings and his perceptions of the society around him.

Iran’s verse and prose literature has been considered a valuable source of inspiration for Iranian
Muslim artists during different periods. Literary works such as Shahnameh, Khamse Nizami, Kalila
and Demna, etc. have been considered in the field of artistic works. Narrative-oriented in most of the
literary themes has encouraged the Iranian artist to use these themes in different artistic fields.
Narratives related to Bahram Gur are among the most frequent stories in Iranian artworks. The story
of Bahram Gur and Shepherd is one of the themes that are reflected in artworks related to the
character of Bahram Gur by adapting it from Iranian literature. The narration of Bahram Gur and
Shepherd is woven in two examples of Iranian carpets belonging to the weaving area of Kashan
belonging to private museums. These carpets have displayed the space of a story.

This article analyzes the visual components in both study samples due to the presence of a
common narrative and how the constituent elements are considered in both carpets.

This is qualitative research with a descriptive-analytical method; the information in this research
was collected in a library. The selection of the statistical population was completely purposeful and
was a selection of indicative cases and two carpets with the theme of Bahram Gur and Shepherd from
a private museum were considered. Also, the display of visual narration with the same theme and
common weaving area has been the main criterion of the researcher in selecting study samples. The
two selected samples were examined at first glance from the perspective of components in a visual
carpet and then how to show the common literary narrative in them was analyzed. The purpose of
study is introduce and emphasize the display of another facet of the literary stories surrounding the
character of Bahram Gur in Iranian pictorial carpets. This article answers the question that how is
the field of advice and political criticism in Qajar pictorial carpets explained by a literary narrative?

The background of the research has been analyzed in the form of researches related to pictorial
carpets and the illustration of the stories of the character of Bahram Gur; Saeedi, Akbari, Charkhi
and Pournami (2016) in their research, they have answered the question that to what extent the
aesthetic foundations of this carpet design were influenced by Sultan Mohammad's "Hunting Bahram
vs. Azadeh" painting? In this study, the goal is to examine the elements and principles of formal
aesthetics of both studied works. Ahani, Vandshoari and Yaqoubzadeh (2014) in a study followed
the relationship between the themes included in the carpets with imagery, how they were adapted
and the importance of themes related to Bahram and it was confirmed that the selected themes in the
works of art were a reflection of the historical, political and social conditions of Qajar era Iran.

Yazdan Panah and Shiran (2014) in their own article have answered the question that the
preserved carpets in the Iran Carpet Museum with the mentioned subject Are they influenced by the
story of Shahnameh or the narration of Khamsa Nizami? The results of the research also showed that
according to the visual components and the poems included in the margins of the carpets, these
carpets were mostly influenced by the narration of Khamsa. Sabbaghpour Arani (2009) in search of
finding the place of hunting in Iranian culture and art, hunting motifs in the overall design of the
carpet and how they are in the carpets of the two mentioned periods from the point of view of form
and content has been. Hunting in Safavid carpets is based on decoration, and in the Qajar period, the
focus of hunting scenes is considered to be realism and storytelling.

The common focus of the mentioned researches are mainly topics based on pictorial carpets with
the general theme of hunting and the specific hunting of Bahram Gur. Few studies have directly
focused on rugs with a common theme and produced in one region and the innovative aspect of this
article is in introducing pictorial carpets centered on Bahram Gur, but in a different space from his
frequent hunting scene. In addition to the significant visual components that originate from the
common theme and location of the two studied works, the presence of hidden political and moral
semantic layers in them indicates the degree of importance of the position of these two works.
Therefore, it is necessary to investigate and study the deep layers of meaning in the carpets that were
considered by the designer and the weaver to be a suitable platform for showing the political
tendencies towards their contemporary society.
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The results by examining two study samples belonging to the same place and time confirmed that,
based on the written motifs found in both carpets, they are the manifestation of the story of Bahram
Gur and Shepherd, a narrative from verse version of Panjganj Nizami. Both carpets were analyzed
based on visual and content axes. The study samples are very similar in main visual components and
their distinction was seen in the density motifs and coloring.

In terms of content, according to the nature of the narrative and its related concepts, it was
confirmed that the two pictorial carpets under study are useful tools for reproducing the political-
social components of their time. They are visual mediators that inform the audience of Shahriari's
political thought in the Qajar period and by repeating it constantly, they try to convey a critical-
political approach arising from the socio-political conditions surrounding the creator of the work. By
repeatedly reproducing these works, the artist has reminded his audience of the policy of
indoctrination and education of kings in the past.

In response to the article's question about how to extract the field of inspiration and the critical
approach, it is possible to point out the position of the active component of the Shepherd in the
narrative, the depicted environment, which is independent of a courtly and official atmosphere.
Shepherd is a representative of the small group that stands in front of the king in a common and
untainted atmosphere as a representative of the subordinates of the society and in the form of his
narration and the treachery of the herd dog, he mentions the aspect of justice and the good planning
of the rulership and consideration of the subjects by the Almighty. The scene reflected in both studied
carpets, due to the human, animal motifs and environmental components, is an allegory of the
contemporary political and social situation of designer and weaver and according to the chaotic
situation of Iran in Qajar era, they implicitly point out the serious duties of the sovereign institution
in the administration of country and territory to them as a special audience.
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