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"Ajaibnamehs" are one of the conventional traditions of Islamic
historiography rooted in the oral culture of the people and are considered a
kind of visual encyclopedia. This research aims to compare the relationship
between text and image and to examine the differences and commonalities of
the subject of research in two illustrated versions in paintings with the theme
of human body, animal body, plant body, celestial bodies, strange and strange
creatures (combined) dragon, Simorgh, Demon and angel pay. The content
of this research is qualitative and descriptive-analytical with a comparative
approach. Writing has been done by studying library documents and
analyzing pictures, examining the text and image, and analyzing the
differences and commonalities of the versions. The statistical population of
this article is the two copies of Ajaib al-Makhlugat and Ghareeb al-Mujudat
Qazvini (11th and 10th century A.H. versions) from the Organization of
Records and the National Library of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
National Library of France. This article, in line with the goals, seeks to
answer these questions: 1. How many types of strange creatures are there in
Qazvini's two versions of Ajaib al-Makhlugat and Ghareeb al-Mujudat (11th
and 10th century AH)? 2. Aspects of commonality and formal difference
(taking into account the classification in question 1, what are the two versions
of the research subject? The results indicate that the types of creatures in the
manuscripts under study include: humans, animals, plants, constellations,
divine stories and narrations, and strange and bizarre creatures (combined).
The similarities and differences between these two manuscripts in terms of
color, the way of drawing elements in realism and moving away from realism,
visual details, the use of imagination, the style of penmanship, the use of
narrations in the text of the original manuscript, and fidelity to the text can
be traced.

Cite this article Karimi Baba Ahmadi, Zainab, Dadvar, Abolghasem. Comparative analysis of Ghareeb-e-Mami form of two
versions of Ajaib al-Makhlugat and Ghareeb al-Mujudaat Qazvini (11th and 10th century A.H. versions), Journal of

D OO

BY NC

Art Studies, (2024), 2(1), 1-19.
© Karimi Baba Ahmadi, Zainab; Dadvar, Abolghasem.

DOI: 10.22111/jart.2025.48803.1057
Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

DOI: 10.22111/jart.2025.48803.1057



https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
mailto:%20Email:%20Z.Karimi@alzahra.ac.ir
mailto:%20Email:%20Z.Karimi@alzahra.ac.ir
mailto:%20Email:%20Z.Karimi@alzahra.ac.ir
mailto:a.dadvar@alzahra.ac.iar
https://doi.org/10.22111/jart.2025.48803.1057
https://doi.org/10.22111/jart.2025.48803.1057

Extended Abstract

"Ajaibnamehs" are one of the conventional traditions of Islamic historiography rooted in the oral
culture of the people and are considered a kind of visual encyclopedia. This research aims to compare
the relationship between text and image and to examine the differences and commonalities of the
subject of research in two illustrated versions in paintings with the theme of human body, animal
body, plant body, celestial bodies, strange and strange creatures (combined) dragon, Simorgh,
Demon and angel pay. The content of this research is qualitative and descriptive-analytical with a
comparative approach. Writing has been done by studying library documents and analyzing pictures,
examining the text and image, and analyzing the differences and commonalities of the versions. The
statistical population of this article is the two copies of Ajaib al-Makhlugat and Ghareeb al-Mujudat
Qazvini (11th and 10th century A.H. versions) from the Organization of Records and the National
Library of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the National Library of France. This article, in line with
the goals, seeks to answer these questions: 1. How many types of strange creatures are there in
Qazvini's two versions of Ajaib al-Makhlugat and Ghareeb al-Mujudat (11th and 10th century AH)?
2. Aspects of commonality and formal difference (taking into account the classification in question
1, what are the two versions of the research subject? The painters of the two versions of depicting
strange creatures have used composite forms: 1. human-animal and 2. animal-animal, and despite
being strange, neither of them has hideous, ugly, or frightening faces. The two manuscripts of the
book Ajaib al-Mukhlugat wa Gharaib al-Mujujud (10th and 11th century AH) studied in this article
are in Arabic and their illustrators are unknown, and this is not mentioned in the introduction and
illustrations of these manuscripts, as in the originals. These two manuscripts are kept in the National
Library of France. The tenth-century manuscript was illustrated in 1001-1059 AH (1650-1650 AD)
(URL1) and the eleventh-century manuscript was illustrated in 1141-1142 AH (1763-1762 AD)
(URL2).

The Wonders of Creatures is a comprehensive and complete book on the introduction of strange and
supernatural beings whose names appear in stories and mystical instructions in Islam and
Christianity. In its illustrated versions, it presents religious stories in an illustrated form. The
depiction of strangeness is one of the topics that has been popular in ancient works of art and popular
belief. For this reason, its reflection in popular narratives of texts on astronomy, geography, and
medicine can be followed and observed along with special images that lack rational aspects. It seems
that in geographical texts, more attention has been paid to this trend than in other sciences, and one
of them is the book The Wonders of Creatures and Strange Beings, by Muhammad ibn Mahmoud
Qazvini. In this work, Qazvini acted as a natural scientist and explained the common scientific topics
of the time. The work was originally written in Arabic and was published in the Islamic world and
then translated into Persian and Turkish; it contains topics on the wonder of beings, humans, angels,
seas, astronomy, jinn and devil, and the states of composite and strange creatures of the landscape.
In order to reach convincing answers to the questions raised, this research, entitled "Ajaib-e-Nabi",
is inevitably categorized by the form of each group. Due to the connection between painting and
literature, poetry, and philosophy, what is depicted or not depicted in these pictorial examples of the
world of beauty is the intangible manifestation created by man, which is called ajaib; strange
(composite) beings are simplified but act very powerfully in terms of creating wonder in the viewer.
The aim of this article is to reach a comprehensive and correct understanding of the contribution of
the paintings in clarifying the contents of this oldest version of the Qazvin Encyclopedia.

The sources used to write the book Ajaib al-Makhlugat are of two types: works that have already
been written in various fields, as well as materials that were narrated by travelers of that time, such
as Ibn Fadlan. With regard to question one, it can be said that the illustrations of Ajaib al-Makhlugat
are divided into six types of strange creatures. These elements are divided into two branches in the
form of creatures: 1. Composite and 2. Composite. Composite creatures are of four types: 1. Human
body 2. Animal body 3. Plant 4. Celestial forms. The section describing the forms is related to the
initial part of the text of the manuscripts. This classification is divided into more detailed
classifications. Composite creatures include two types: 1. Quranic stories and divine narrations 2.
Strange and bizarre creatures (composite) divided into dragon, Simorgh, demon and angel. In the
third part of the text version of this book, meteorology is discussed and explanations are given in the
births of the three groups of humans, inanimate objects and plants. The images related to this part
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are included in the form of composite creatures in this research. The second question can be
answered as follows: The illustrator, considering the text and also his imagination, has created
strange and bizarre images that include the types of categories found in this writing. The color images
of this version (tenth century) are completely flat and uniform and have not been used for
dimensioning. The drawing style is unrealistic in humans and animals, and close to reality in objects,
birds and plants. The brushstrokes are in the form of lines of equal thickness in all points and lack
speed and slowness, and the purpose of this work is to separate adjacent colors. Attention to detail,
simplicity, and at the same time, clarity in design is noticeable in the drawing of the figures. The
image of the woman in this version lacks visual distinctions from the image of the man, and the
woman and the man are depicted in almost the same format.

The Ajaibnama are one of the most important sources for understanding the cultural life, beliefs,
customs, and beliefs of people over time. The stories and legends narrated in the Ajaibnama contain
data about the culture and folklore of the people that we encounter less often in other works. Types
of magic, magical benefits and harms of animals, magic spells, objects and stones, and natural
phenomena such as mountains and seas, types of divans and supernatural beings such as fairies, jinn,
ghouls, nisnas, dwalpa, Dajjal, etc., depict a set of beliefs and beliefs prevalent in each era. For this
reason, studying the Ajaibnama contributes greatly to completing the sources of folklore,
anthropology, and social history. A comparative study of the Ajaibnama makes it possible to examine
the trajectory and evolution, development, or change of people's beliefs and beliefs from one period
to another.

The results indicate that the types of creatures in the manuscripts under study include: humans,
animals, plants, constellations, divine stories and narrations, and strange and bizarre creatures
(combined). The similarities and differences between these two manuscripts in terms of color, the
way of drawing elements in realism and moving away from realism, visual details, the use of
imagination, the style of penmanship, the use of narrations in the text of the original manuscript, and
fidelity to the text can be traced.

Keywords: form, strangeness, Aja'ib al-Makhlugat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjudat, Persian painting.
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