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The introduction of lithography to Iran during the Qajar period opened new horizons
for the extensive transformation of Iranian-Islamic art and brought about profound
changes. With the ability to print and publish literary, historical, scientific, and
cultural works, a broader range of social classes gained the opportunity to benefit
from science and literature. Therefore, culture flourished more widely within society.
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, as a national document of Iranian identity and a guardian of
the Persian language, was among the works that, as in the past, attracted the attention
of printing patrons in Iran and was published several times in illustrated editions.
One of the valuable printings was published in 1267 AH (preserved in the Astan
Quds Razavi Library, under registration number 11161). This printing is recognized
as the first lithographed illustrated Shahnameh in Iran, with its exclusive illustrations
executed by Mirza Ali-Qoli Khoi. Therefore, the examination of multiple visual
representations of the written narratives of the Shahnameh holds particular
significance in the manner of narrative transmission for the largely illiterate society
of the Qajar period. The objective of the present research is to explore the connection
between the written and visual text of the Shahnameh under study, relying on a
descriptive-analytical method. It seeks to answer the question of how the emotional
states of Rostam are reflected in the illustrations of the 1267 AH Shahnameh and
how these depictions align with the text of the poems. To this end, illustrations from
the mentioned Shahnameh, in which Rostam is present, have been analyzed in terms
of their adherence to the text of the Shahnameh's verses and the manner in which
Rostam's emotional states are represented in his facial expressions and sometimes his
body. Based on the findings of the research, despite Ali-Qoli Khoyi's exceptional
mastery and skill in depicting psychological emotions and states such as fear, sorrow,
courage, and astonishment, in designing the heroic and champion character of
Rostam, he often prioritized Rostam's elevated status. In various events, he portrayed
Rostam in a resolute and steadfast manner.
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Extended Abstract

After the introduction of lithography to Iran in 1249 AH, the first illustrated Shahnameh using this
technique was published in 1267 AH. The quality of the illustrations in this version is noteworthy
due to their coherent and confident lines, the extensive detail in the rendering of both the background
and characters, and the balanced compositions. In addition, the illustrator of this edition was the
foremost lithography artist in Iran, and his works offer profound and diverse layers for examination
and research. Paying attention to these works from various perspectives seems both necessary and
beneficial. In this research, the depictions of the character Rostam in the mentioned Shahnameh will
be studied. The focal point is on the portrayal of emotional states, facial expressions, and overall
body language of Rostam, as well as the visual execution of this character and the connection of
these states with the text (the poems of the Shahnameh), which will be analyzed. The statistical
samples of the research include 16 images that have been selected based on direct reference to the
Shahnameh of 1267 AH, preserved in the Central Library of Astan Quds Razavi. In order, the titles
of these images are as follows: 1. Rostam Kkilling the White Elephant, 2. Rostam's battle with
Afrasiab, 3. Rostam killing the White Demon, 4. Rostam's second combat with the King of
Hamaveran, 5. The killing of Alkous by Rostam, 6. The killing of Sohrab by Rostam, 7. Afrasiab
sending Sorkheh to fight Rostam, resulting in his capture and death, 8. Kay Khosrow sending Rostam
to aid Tus and the Iranians, 9. Rostam's battle with Ashkabus and the killing of Ashkabus by Rostam,
10. The capture of the Khagan and the defeat of the Turanians, 11. Rostam throwing the demon
Akvan into the sea, 12. Rostam rescuing Bijan from the well, 13. Kay Khosrow granting kingship to
Lohrasp, 14. Bahman going with a message from Esfandiyar to Rostam, 15. Rostam returning to
battle and the killing of Esfandiyar, 16. Rostam killing Shaghad, and the deaths of Rostam and
Zavareh. The character of Rostam, as a national hero and one of the most prominent figures in the
Shahnameh, plays a significant role in the audience's understanding and perception of the narrative's
progression. Therefore, the focus of the present research is on the following question: How does the
presence of images alongside the text of a story enhance the impact of events and characters,
particularly in the context of Rostam's tales, which are characterized by their heroic and epic nature,
and where the actions of this character have significant consequences on the narrative? Consequently,
the representation of Rostam's emotional reactions and psychological states will be of particular

importance.
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