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The works of Francis Goya are a unique collection in the artistic heritage of
humanity, which is on the one hand a human inner search and on the other
hand an action in the face of the chaotic external world. For this purpose, this
article focuses on the criticism and analysis of two of his works, Burial of
Sardines and A Procession of Flagellants, using the analytical tools of the
semiotic approach. In this regard, the semiotic system and its characteristics
are examined from the perspective of scholars in this field, with an emphasis
on the ideas of Roland Barthes. The aim of this article is to examine, read,
and analyze the two aforementioned works using the analytical tools of the
semiotic system. The questions raised are: 1. Examining the visual signs and
reading of the two aforementioned works from a structuralist and text-
oriented perspective in order to achieve the method of signification and how
to produce meanings and readings that they are without time and place
restriction in the semiotic system.2.If we consider paintings as
epistemological and cognitive treasures that reflect the emotional-spiritual
spaces of human societies, the question raised is how the production of
meaning and connection with the audience is created in the network structure
of these two works? The achievements of this research show that examining
and analyzing the visual signs of the aforementioned works, taking into
account the analytical tools of semiotics, makes it possible to achieve the
network structure of the visual text, the polysemy, and the series of meanings
intended by Barthes, which is hidden in the hidden layers of the text. It is also
clear that the Goya painting method in the two aforementioned works is such
that their network structure can be analyzed and read independently of time
and place. The research method used in this article is descriptive-analytical,
appropriate to the study body of the article, and the method of collecting
information is documentary (library)
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Extended Abstract

Francisco de Goya, a Spanish painter and printmaker, is recognized as one of the most distinguished
artists of the 18" and 19" century in Europe. Throughout his artistic career, he reflected the historical
transformations of his era. On one hand, he created personal works that expressed his inner emotions
and societal criticisms; on the other hand, he engaged in taking orders for commissioned pieces for
financial gain and income. Goya was a painter of deep anguish who, through his powerful emotional
expression and profound social critique, left a significant impact on the history of art and European
culture. This influence was later acknowledged by modernists, romantics, and expressionists, who
focused on the techniques employed in his paintings and prints, as well as his actions, demeanor, and
philosophical mindset. His works mirror the suffering and pain of individuals not only in his own era
but throughout all ages, evoking a sense of turmoil and confusion in the contemporary world. He has
depicted individuals trapped, helpless, and alienated from themselves, aiming to explore the depths
of human introspection through visual signs while simultaneously raising awareness and provoking
the consciousness of dormant humanity. De Goya’s paintings create discursive spaces that do not
solely seek to produce explicit and clear meanings; rather, they aim to generate numerous implicit
significations, the analysis of which appears essential. Consequently, this paper focuses on a detailed
examination of the two paintings, ‘Burial of Sardines’ and ‘A Procession of Flagellants.” Utilizing
the analytical tools and framework of semiotic analysis, with particular emphasis on the ideas of
Roland Barthes, this research investigates the capacities and potentials of these artworks. In
communicative contexts, especially concerning visual spaces, interactions and discourse types are
generated that, in addition to receiving explicit meanings, require tools to explore the hidden layers
of imagery to uncover implicit interpretations. The artworks and paintings themselves, as visual
semiotic systems with their unique structural characteristics, are replete with various signs. Should
we consider visual and pictorial signs as subjects for research within the visual semiotic system,
certainly, the process of meaning production in paintings relies on the signification performed by the
artist.

The objective of this paper is to examine, interpret, and analyze the two aforementioned works
through the application of the analytical tools of the semiotic system. The research questions posed
in this study are as follows: 1. To analyze the visual signs and interpret the two works from a
structuralist and text-centered perspective in order to achieve an understanding of signification and
the production of meanings beyond time and space within the semiotic framework. 2. If we regard
paintings as repositories of knowledge and cognition that reflect the emotional and spiritual contexts
of human societies, the question arises as to how meaning is produced and communicated to the
audience within the networked structure of these two works. The findings of the present research
are as follows: In the studies and analyses conducted, the collection of analytical tools of the semiotic
system illustrated in Table 1 was noted to ensure that, as an effective tool, this framework facilitates
interpretation and communication for the audience. It includes two fundamental axes of syntagmatic
and paradigmatic relations, as well as oppositional signs, association, rhetoric, metaphor, metonymy,
encoding and decoding, and direct and implicit signification. In the two aforementioned works, a
balanced and purposeful composition is observable using primary elements of morphology, visual
signs, as well as the rules of syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations. The expressive capabilities of
both works have led to various significations and secondary meanings that evoke cognitive
engagement from viewers by being situated in an interactive space, producing both direct and implicit
meanings hidden within the structural layers. In the analysis conducted, utilizing the tools of semiotic
analysis, a series of meanings embedded within the fabric of the images were extracted with a text-
centered approach. Although the naming of the work by the artist inevitably guides the interpretation,
the construction and encoding of the two works provide an appropriate basis for the generation of
meanings by the visual text. The central focus in both works is on human society, from which
different meanings of human actions emerge through varied structural relationships in each piece.
De Goya’s attention lies in the human temperament, beliefs, and thoughts that lead to diverse actions
and behaviors. The manner in which visual elements are substituted in the axes of syntagmatic and
paradigmatic relations, and the use of visual rhetoric, oppositional signs, and dominant and
subordinate signs in each of the mentioned works, indicates that humans seek both rationality and
logic in their behavioral relationships, while simultaneously striving to escape a rationality that
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ultimately leads to a new form of captivity. De Goya’s artistic style in these two works is such that
the elements and forms depicted do not represent external, detailed, or tangible elements outside the
image. Consequently, the audience can engage with them through the meanings, features, and
structures that are rooted in collective memory, allowing for readings relevant to any time and place.
As previously noted, in the two works, De Goya has employed the rules of syntagmatic and
paradigmatic relations to encode and signify in such a way that Barthes’ envisioned significations
are generative in a sequential manner, enabling the production of implicit and concealed meanings
within the depth of the relational network of visual elements, ultimately leading to the creation of
new myths. This reproduction of meaning can occur across different contexts and times.
Furthermore, attention to other cognitive dimensions is an unavoidable necessity. The research
method utilized in this paper is qualitative; however, its approach involves the description and
analysis of the two works through the application of the analytical tools of the semiotic system, with
data collection conducted through documentary (library-based) and online resources.
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