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Pursuing the confrontational system of heroes and anti-heroes in Tahmasabi‘s Shahnameh

Abstract

In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the hero and antihero or good and evil appear in human form against
mythological creatures such as demons, dragons, and Simorgh in the narratives. The aim of this
article is to obtain a common history of the encounters of heroes in Shahnameh with antiheroes
(non-human) creatures in its historical course in Tahmasbi's illustrated Shahnameh in order to
examine the semantic evolution and the role of these humans and antiheroes. By examining the
visual characteristics of the characters in the related illustrations, the aesthetic aspects expressed
in them and the structures present in the illustrations, an analysis has been made. This article, in
line with the objectives, seeks to answer the following questions: 1. What is the classification of
the works in question and the placement of the hero and antihero in the images under study in
relation to other image elements? 2. What are the aesthetic aspects of the role of the hero and
antihero in Tahmasbi's Shahnameh? This research is fundamental in terms of its purpose and is in
line with understanding the hero and antihero in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and how they are
represented in painting. The research method is descriptive-analytical. Also The method of
collecting information is library resources, online and taking notes through two methods of written
documents and observation. Therefore, considering the subject under study, a research sample has
been selected and examined purposefully. The method of analyzing the works is based on the
qualitative method. The method of analyzing the selected painting in this article is based on
examining the principles and rules of visualization used in the work, in the form and appearance
of the painting based on the visualization principles and analyzing the themes in the work. The
results of the research indicate that Ferdowsi's use of the symbolic aspects of themes and characters
to express narratives, with various mythological, religious, cultural and political goals, is the use
of two positive and negative poles. Among the most frequently mentioned cases in the Shahnameh
are the hero and the anti-hero, which are among the obvious tricks for the interpretation and
presentation of these themes in both the literary text and the visual version under study. Due to the
epic nature of the literary text of the Shahnameh and the direct impact on the depiction and the
ambiguity of the way the themes are presented, the hero and the anti-hero are used with
supernatural characteristics, and the role of the anti-hero lacks beautiful elements and proportion
from an aesthetic perspective. As a result, in the illustrations under study, the relationship between
the image and the main text is meaningful for the audience.

Keywords: Safavid, painting, Shahnameh Tahmaspi, hero, antihero.
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