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In ancient Iran, particularly during the Sassanid
era, petroglyphs were one of the most effective
methods of displaying the government’s author-
ity, aims, and ideals. Until the Qajar period, which
coincided with the rule of Fath-Ali Shah, this ar-
tistic tradition was revived and used to demon-
strate regal authority following the formalization
of Islam. Sculpting prominent governmental mo-
tifs was part of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar’s approach
to archaism, which, while incorporating the art of
the Sasanian Empire, reveals the Qajar monarchs’
approach to Iran’s ancient past and their recon-
struction in a new manner. This article intends to
analyze the petroglyphs of the Qajar period and
how the prominent figures of the Qajar period
were influenced by the Sasanian period and the ar-
chaism trend. This descriptive-analytical research
based on library sources indicates that Fath Ali
Shah, impressed by the grandeur and durability of
the Sasanian petroglyphs that have demonstrated
the authority of the Sasanian kings over the years,
commissioned the construction of such works to
ensure the political integration and survival of the
Qajar dynasty. It is supported by similarities in
role-playing and displaying the king’s status.

Keywords:
Relief, Qajar period, Sassanid period, Archaism,
Fath-Ali Shah.

Introduction:

Carved or stonemasonry is an art that shapes with
a hard tool on a rock or stone. Due to its rich and
extensive resources of stone surfaces. Iran is one
of the countries that flourished from the old times
of the carving tradition. It happened in different
areas and outstanding motifs in different themes

and shapes. Engravings are important sources for
the study of Iranian art history. The motifs of the
carvings reflect the political, social and religious
conditions of each era, and also by examining its
executing technique, it is possible to understand
the subtleties of the carving art at that time. . Un-
doubtedly, the prominent roles in the study of Ira-
nian art history are of particular importance and
through them many of the methods and techniques
of Iranian art and their views can be understood.
. One of the remarkable features of these reliefs
is the common and similar themes that show the
extension of this artistic tradition in different eras.
In ancient Iran, carvings were more dedicated to
the preparation of agricultural implements and
hunting tools and later due to the use of stone
in the construction of buildings and monuments
decoration of the motifs on buildings. The art of
carvings (stone-painting) in ancient Iran had a
high approach. This art was part of architectural
decoration during the Achaemenid period and was
used in palace decoration. Among the most im-
portant historical buildings that benefited from the
carving tradition, we can name palaces and stone
statues of the Achaemenid era, Parthian stone ma-
sonry, and of course, reliefs and carvings of the
Sassanid period. It was removed from the palaces
during the Sassanid period and was enlarged on
the walls of the mountains and on the rocks. The
choice of the location of the reliefs was of particu-
lar importance as it was mostly the crossing point
of the caravans. The themes of these reliefs were
also more narrated by the power and authority of
kings and their monarchy.

After Islam in Iran, this art was isolated. Until
it was revived during the reign of Fath Ali Shah
Qajar with the court’s desire to exhibit the king-
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dom and the archaeological approach among elits.
The pre-Qajar governments used art to legitimize
their power according to their ruling policies. This
was further noted from the beginning of Fath Ali
Shah’s reign with an emphasis on ancient Iranian
art, especially during the Sassanid period. Dur-
ing his reign, the influences of pre-Islamic culture
and history are widely narrated in such a way that
archaeology is also common in this period. The
carvings of the Qajar period represent the splen-
dor of the kingdom and are also larger and longer
than natural dimensions, and the viewer must in-
evitably stand by keeping distance and a humble
state. The purpose of these motifs was only to cre-
ate a sense of admiration for the splendor of the
kingdom and submission to the power and author-
ity of the king himself.

At a general glance, it can be said that the affected
points of Qajar carvings from Sassanid are as fol-
lows:

1. The themes of these motifs are influenced by
the themes of Sassanid carvings.

2. The Qajars have generally acted according to
the Sassanid carvings in locating their carvings.
(In general, Qajar carvings were located on the
main highways like Sassanid carvings. They were
located in the main highways or near a flowing

spring.)

3. Qajar carvings are also carved on a limestone
bed, like Sassanid carvings. The soft material of
stone is a suitable place for engraving, but it does
not last very long and suffers from natural ero-
sion.

4. In Qajar carvings, like the Sassanid carvings,
the king is dressed in formal clothing with his
military outfit and a Kiani crown on the head at
the height of the glory of power.

5. Generally, these carvings are placed in horizon-
tal box composition.

6.The use of winged figures in Qajar carvings
mimics the Sassanid carvings that can be seen in
the carvings of the hunting ground and the king
sitting on the throne.

In comparison between the prominent motifs of
Qajar and Sassanid periods, it was found that these
motifs have commonalities and differences in se-
mantic and formal contexts. These carvings with
political goals have put more emphasis on some
common themes, such as the Kingdom of Heaven
and the Throne of Glory. The reign of Fath Ali
Shah was the beginning of a new vision in art,
although it did not continue in the same way as
it was formed but it had significant effects on the
history of Iranian art.
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